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Abstract: 

This article discusses the role of people‟s advisers in the national judicial 

system, the introduction of the institution of people‟s advisers, the replacement of 

people‟s advisers with a jury system, and related foreign experiences. 
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Introduction 

Improving the judicial system is a critical factor in ensuring justice and 

strengthening the rule of law in society. The institution of people‟s advisers has 

existed in our national judicial system since the Soviet era, following the adoption 

of the 1938 "Law on Judicial Structure." Under the USSR‟s "Law on Judicial 

Structure of the USSR, Union Republics, and Autonomous Republics," Uzbekistan 

adopted the following judicial system: 

Literature Review 

The judiciary included the Supreme Court of the Uzbek SSR, the Supreme 

Court of the Karakalpak ASSR, regional courts, and people's courts. 

The Supreme Court of the Uzbek SSR and Karakalpak ASSR served as the 

supreme judicial authority overseeing the activities of all other courts in the 

republic. Its composition included a chairperson, two deputies, judges, and 

people‟s advisers elected for five years by the Supreme Council of the Republic. 

The regional courts were composed of a chairperson, deputies, judges, 

people's advisers, a presidium, and three panels (criminal, civil, and disciplinary). 
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People's courts were the primary tier of the judicial system, established in every 

administrative district to hear the majority of criminal and civil cases. 

Current Legal Framework 

The current law of Uzbekistan, “On Courts,” adopted in 2021, defines people‟s 

advisers as citizens of Uzbekistan aged 35 or older, elected for a two-and-a-half-

year term by open voting at a meeting in their place of residence or work. Military 

courts also allow the election of military people's advisers under similar conditions. 

Research Methodology 

In foreign countries such as the USA, UK, Canada, Australia, Germany, 

France, and Japan, the jury system is widely implemented. The origins of the jury 

system date back to medieval England, where local community members 

participated in judicial processes. Juries, usually composed of 12 members, embody 

democratic principles by involving ordinary citizens in legal proceedings. 

Jury selection plays a critical role in ensuring a fair trial by creating an 

impartial panel representing societal cross-sections. This system enhances 

accountability, transparency, and public trust in legal outcomes. 

Analysis and Findings 

While people‟s advisers play a consultative role in court decisions, juries are 

directly involved in determining guilt or innocence. Jury systems are particularly 

effective in high-profile criminal cases and promote diverse perspectives in judicial 

decision-making. 

Advantages of the jury system include: 

1. Involvement of diverse social groups, ensuring fairness in court 

decisions. 

2. Enhanced transparency and public oversight of the judiciary. 

3. Objective and fair decisions in high-profile cases. 

However, implementing a jury system requires improving the judiciary‟s 

infrastructure and allocating additional resources. Proper selection and training of 

jurors are also necessary. 

Conclusion and Recommendations 

The replacement of people‟s advisers with a jury system can strengthen public 

trust in the judiciary and ensure justice in court proceedings. Nevertheless, 

challenges such as juror bias due to public opinion or media influence must be 

addressed to maintain the integrity of the system. 
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